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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO MCT-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-20 NEA-10 /089W 

038967 010152Z/14 

R 310605Z AUG 78 
FM AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 313 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMCONSUL ADANA 

UNCLAS ISTANBUL 2703 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, TU 

SUB J : ARMENIANS CLAIM BOMBINGS IN ANKARA AND ISTANBUL 
REF: A) ANKARA 4242; B) ISTANBUL 0109 

1 . MAJOR TURKISH PAPERS AUGUST 28 CARRY REPORT FROM 
BEIRUT THAT GROUP CALLING ITSELF "ARMENIAN LIBERATION ARMY" 

ISSUED STATEMENT CLAIMING IT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEVERAL 
BOMBINGS IN ANKARA AND ISTANBUL. ACCORDING TO THE RELEASE, TARGETS 
IN ANKARA ON AUGUST 23 AND ISTANBUL ON AUGUST 25 WERE PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS, BUT GROUP CLAIMS TO HAVE TAKEN PRECAUTIONS TO ENSURE 
THAT BYSTANDERS WERE NOT INJURED. ARTICLE STATES THAT SERIES 

OF BOMBINGS INCLUDED TWO IN ANKARA AND SEVEN IN ISTANBUL, SPECI- 
FICALLY MENTIONED ARE COURT HOUSE, A POST OFFICE AND GALATA 
BRIDGE. ACCORDING TO PRESS, TWO BOMBS DID EXPLODE IN ANKARA 
AUGUST 23 ONE AT A COURT BUILDING; THE OTHER AT SOCIAL 
SECURITY OFFICE. IN LATTER INCIDENT, NEWSPAPERS REPORTED 
THAT POLICE RECEIVED PRIOR WARNING. WE KNOW OF THREE 
SMALL EXPLOSIONS AT PUBLIC PLACES IN ISTANBUL ON AUGUST 25. 

AMONG THEM WAS BOMB PLACED NEAR PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY ON CROWDED 
GALATA BRIDGE DURING BUSIEST PART OF DAY. FORTUNATELY. 
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ONLY DETONATOR EXPLODED. NO ONE WAS INJURED IN ANY OF 
THESE BOMBINGS, AND DAMAGE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MINOR 
IN ALL CASES. 

2. COMMENT: OVER PAST SEVERAL YEARS, ARMENIAN GROUPS 
ABROAD HAVE CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR LONG SERIES OF 
TERRORIST ATTACKS AGAINST TURKISH OFFICIALS AND INSTALLA- 
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TIONS.MOST RECENT WAS ASSASSINATION IN MADRID OF TURKISH 

AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN'S WIFE AND BROTHER-IN-LAW TWO MONTHS 

AGO (REF A). DURING PAST YEAR OR SO THERE HAVE ALSO 

BREN BOMBINGS AND BOMBING ATTEMPTS BY SUPPOSED ARMENIAN 

GROUPS INSIDE TURKEY. PRIOR TO THIS WEEK S INCIDENTS 

LAST OF THESE WAS ON JANUARY 1 1 WHEN BOMB, WHICH DID NOT 

EXPLODE, WAS PLACED IN BUS STATION AT NEARBY EMIT (REF B). 

NEITHER ASSASINATIONS IN MADRID NOR EMIT ATTEMPTED 

BOMBING PROVOKED RETALIATORY ACTION AGAINST ISTANBUL ARMENIAN 

COMMUNITY, AS HAD HAPPENED AFTER SUCH INCIDENTS IN PAST. 

AFTER MADRID ASSASINATIONS, GOT PROVIDED EXTRA SECURITY 

FOR ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATE AND COMMUNITY AGAINST JUST SUCH A 

POSSIBILITY. 

HOUGHTON 
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